
 

 

WEST BRIDGEWATER PLANNING BOARD 

10/5/16 

 

 

PRESENT: H. Hurley, H. Anderson, G. Stetson, A. Kinahan and J. Noyes 

 

ABSENT:  None 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

     

1.   541 Walnut Street/The Farm: 

Mr. Stetson reported that the gravel is in for the roadway at the above subdivision.  He noted that 

the road was being laid out and that all of it has been staked.  Mr. Stetson also stated that 

proponents have brought in trailer loads of material/fill.  Mr. Hurley asked what kind of fill was 

being brought in.  Mr. Stetson stated that it was mostly "Carney fill" but included some other 

contractor’s materials as well. Mr. Anderson questioned whether the fill at Carney’s was free, as 

posted. Mr. Hurley stated that the fill was free, but it cost plenty to have it loaded up for removal. 

Mr. Hurley also noted that the large mountain of fill on the Carney property was twenty to thirty 

(20'-30') feet high.  He noted that they should be concerned that someone could get buried under 

it especially the "guy at the top in the bulldozer."  Mr. Stetson stated that the material "self 

packs" and does not cave in when they dig it out.  He also stated that when more fill is added, it 

is dumped at the very top of the pile.  

 

2.   Pearl Road:   
Mr. Hurley questioned whether everything the Board has had concerns with has been completed 

at the above subdivision.  Mr. Stetson stated that the "green leaky stuff" is no longer leaking.  He 

stated that proponents reworked the stone and rip-rap at the end of the cul-de-sac.  He noted that 

he did not know what would happen in the spring, but right now it appears to have been resolved.  

Mr. Stetson also noted that the residents are mad, and just want to get going with the final 

approvals so that ownership can be transferred to the Association. Mr. Stetson stated that at least 

the septic system was not being pumped as often as it had been.  Mr. Hurley noted that people 

"flush" and think it's gone forever.  He noted that they don't realize that diapers, cloth, towels, 

etc. won't pump through the system and could cause some major problems down the road. It was 

noted for the record that the documents the Board is waiting for have still not been submitted. 

 

3.   Spring Commons: 
Mr. Hurley stated that he had calculated the roadway costs for this proposed subdivision.  He 

noted that proponents were thirty five ($35.00) dollars short on their fees.  Mr. Driscoll was 

contacted and assured the Board that he would sent in the additional funds right away.  It was 

received on September 29th.  It was also noted that Mr. Driscoll had requested a cost estimate for 

the engineering review to be done by Nicholas Lanney of HML Associates.  He noted that he 

would like to submit the funds as soon as possible so that Mr. Lanney could begin his review. 

The estimated cost was determined to be $1,500.00.  Mr. Hurley reported that he had sent Mr.  
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Lanney a note with the Board's concerns which included the Storm water Act requirements, the 

high water table, and fill composition for this project.  The plans were sent to Mr. Lanney on  

September 22, 2016. It was noted that the above estimate does not include any meetings or 

reviewing revised plans that result from the first review. Mr. Hurley reported that he had given 

Mr. Lanney the okay to begin his review.  

 

The Board received the engineering fees this morning and they were deposited in the revolving 

account.  Mr. Hurley reported that he had received copies of emails sent between Conservation 

Commission agent, John DeLano and Matthew Watsky regarding postponing the peer review 

until the Planning Board engineer has done their review.  Mr. DeLano had suggested that, by 

having the Planning Board review it first, it would result in less of a delay for proponents since 

most of the engineering issues would be brought to light by the first review. Both Mr. Hurley and 

Mr. DeLano agreed that each board would do their own engineering review. 

 

4.   Bedford Street: 
Mr. Hurley reported that he had been approached for a determination on whether the One (1) Lot 

subdivision that the Board approved in 2008 was still a viable plan.  He noted that the lot would 

not be approved now due to the new gerrymandering bylaw that is now in effect. He also 

questioned what the qualifying date would be based on the fact that the State had extended these 

deadlines during the downturn in the economy.  Mr. Noyes reminded the Board that he had 

recently researched the time line. He stated that he had sent a memo to all of the Board members 

that the deadline would no longer be valid since this plan expired in August. Mr. Hurley reported 

that he had advised the proponent to check with the Building Inspector, who would be the one to 

make the call, and to make sure that he got everything checked out before moving forward. 

 

 5.   Supplemental Longevity: 

It was brought to the Board's attention that under the clerical contract the secretary was eligible 

for a supplementary longevity payment for the next three (3) years.  It was noted that it was 

overlooked at the time of the budget preparation for this year.  After reviewing the FY17 budget 

the Board determined that they would have ample funds to pay their share (29%) of the amount 

this year and would budget the amount for the next two years as well. 

 

A Motion (AK) was made to approve the supplementary longevity request.  Second (HA). 

Vote:  4 for and 1 abstain.  Voting for the Motion was H. Hurley, H. Anderson, A. Kinahan and 

J. Noyes.  Voting to abstain was G. Stetson.  The motion passed. The amount will be added to 

the next payroll period.  

 

6.   MAIL: 

Bridgewater Community Dev. public hearing 8/2/16, re: variance, Lyman Place, granted. 

Bridgewater ZBA decision, re: special permit, 73 Broad Street, granted. 

Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 10/12/16, re: variance, 30 Nelson Drive. 

Easton ZBA public hearing 10/11/16, re: special permit, 290 Turnpike Street. 
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Mail continued: 
Easton ZBA public hearing 10/25/16, re: special permit, 285 Washington Street. 

Board of Assessor's minutes of 9/7/16. 

Citizen Planner Training Collaborative fall workshop information.  

Expense Control report of 9/30/16. 

Expense Ledger report of 9/30/16. 

Notice of Intent from Merrill Engineers, re: 385 West Street. 

OCPC minutes of 8/31/16 and agenda for 9/28/16. 

Treasurer/Collector memo, re: postage. 

 

6.   A Motion (HA) was made to pay the secretary payroll for the period ending 10/4/16.     

      Second (AK).  Vote:  Unanimous. 

 

7.   The minutes of 9/21/16 were accepted and filed. 

  

8.   The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Donna M. Cotter, 

Secretary 


